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TWENTIETH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF TUB 

DIRECTOR OF CONVICT PRISONS 

FOR IRELAND, 

UNDER 17 & 18 VIC., CAP. 76. 



TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR M. R HICKS BEACH, BART., M.P., 

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND. 



Government Prisons Office, Dublin Castle, 
March 12, 1874. 

Sib, 

In accordance witli the provisions of the Act 17 & 18 Vic., 
cap. 76, 1 beg to submit the Annual Report on the state of the 
Convict Prisons in Ireland for 1873. 

Accommodation. 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Prisons on 
the 1st January, 1874, may be estimated as amounting to 2,050. 



Government Prisons. 



Number in custody 1st January, 1874, 
Accommodation 1st January, 1874, 



Number in custody 1st January, 1874, 

Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 1,136. 

Number of Convicts sentenced to Penal Servitude during 
the Year 1873. 

Females. 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


844 


289 


1,133 


. 1,500 


550 


2,050 


3. 

Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


1 


2 


3 



6 years, 

7 

.10 
12 
14 
20 

Life, 



83 

75 

8 

1 

2 

2 

4 



19 

32 



2 

53 



Gross Total sentenced in 1873, . 175 

Disposal op Convicts. 

Discharged unconditionally, on completion of sentence, &c., 
Released on Orders of Licence, 

Total, 

* Two of these are military convicts. 



Total. 

102 

107 

8 

1 

2 

2 

6 

* 228 



60 

190 



250 
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The Revocations of Licences during the year 1873 were as 
follow : — 



Males — 

Forfeited and revoked for breach of conditions, . 8 

„ for new offences, 6 

Females — 

Revoked for breach of conditions in Refuges, &c., 9 

„ for new offences, 6 



Subjoined is a table similar to that given in previous Annual 
Reports, showing the number of Convicts respectively “In 
Custody,” &c., “Convicted,” and “Discharged,” since the year 
1854, inclusive — 



In custody in 
Government Prisons, 
January 1st. 


Year. 


Convicted. 


_ No. 

Discharged. 


*3,933 


1854 


710 


658 


3,427 


1855 


518 


820 


3,209 


1856 


389 


1,107 


2,614 


1857 


426 


910 


2,277 


1858 


358 


946 


1,773 


1859 


322 


595 


1,631 


1860 


331 


524 


1,492 


1861 


368 


561 


1,314 


1862 


592 


317 


1,575 


1863 


511 


326 


1,768 


1864 


407 


391 


1,776 


1865 


299 


410 


1,637 


1866 


265 


439 


1,431 


1867 


296 


330 


1,335 


1868 


246 


245 


1,325 


1869 


191 


291 


1,230 


1870 


245 


253 


1,228 


1871 


219 


265J 


1,200 


1872 


201 


255 


1,143 


1873 


f228 


250 


1,136 


1874 


— 


— 



The working of the Irish Convict system for the past year has 
been so entirely similar to that of previous years that but few re- 
marks are called for from me. As I mentioned in my last report, the 
death of Mr. P. J. Murray left me in sole charge of the service ; I 
feel it right to state that unless from some unforeseen causes, the 
duties of the office are increased, it is not in my opinon necessary 
to have the services of a second Director of Convict Prisons. 

The number of convicts in the Prisons on the 31st December 
last, shows a very slight decrease from the number in custody on 
the 31st December, 1872. I do not anticipate any material change 
in the numbers of convicts in years to come ; experience proves 
that a certain proportion of the criminal population are irreclaim- 
able, and this class will, I believe, maintain the present average 
number in the Convict Prisons. The comparatively low number 
of convicts now in the Convict Prisons in Ireland, and my belief, 

•In addition to this number there were 345 convicts under detention in the 
county prisons, and several hundred in Bermuda and Gibraltar, who were subse- 
quently discharged in Ireland, 
t Two of these are military conviets. 
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that the number will not increase to any appreciable extent, 
warrant me in strongly recommending an alteration in the pre- 
sent arrangement of the Convict Prisons, by which a very con- 
siderable annual saving would result to the public, whilst the 
efficiency of the service and strict adherence to the principles of 
the Irish Convict System could be maintained. Details of the 
schemes by which such could be effected would be out of place 
in this report. Whilst upon the subj ect of reducing expenditure I 
feel bound to report that unless very strong grounds exist for a 
contrary course being taken, I believe a very large saving to the 
public would be effected by placing the vote for repairs of build- 
ings, fuel, light, &c., under the Convict Service, in place of as at 
present leaving it partly to the control of the Commissioners of 
Public Works and partly to the Royal Engineers. In England 
this vote is under the control of the Convict Department. 

Nothing worthy of particular remark has occurred in any of 
the Convict Prisons. 

It is very satisfactory to me to he again enabled to report 
favourably as to the zeal, efficiency, and general good conduct of 
the officers of the Irish Convict Service. 

The sanitary state of the Prisons has been very good, the only 
exception being an outbreak of choleraic diarrhoea at Spike 
Island, which at one time, threatened to he very serious ; it arose 
from the imperfect state of sewers constructed many years before 
the Convict authorities were given possession of the island. These 
imperfections have now been remedied. 

The conduct of the convicts generally has been good, but 
violence and insubordination in some cases rendered corporal 



punishment necessary. 

The usual reports of the Governors, Superintendents, Chaplains, 
Medical Officers, and Schoolmasters, are given under the head of 
each prison. 

The Refuges for Female Convicts have, as reported last year, 
been a very great assistance to the Convicts transferred to these 
Institutions. 

It is right to remark upon the frequency with which returned 
convicts escape with lighter sentences than, these contemplated 
under the “ Prevention of Crimes Act,” owing in many instances 
to the fact that their former convictions are not included m then 
indictment by the Clerks of the Crown and of the Peace. It 
does not appear that the Act to which I have, referred left to 
these gentlemen any discretionary power as to including or not 
including in the indictments former convictions duly notified 
to them. The fact that the Judge, in the case of former convic- 
tions being proved, cannot order a less sentence than seven years 
I think shows conclusively that former convictions duly notified 
should he invariably included in the indictment. . . 

Although perhaps not properly a portion of the report of the 
Director of Convict Prisons, it is right to call attention to the 
rare cases in which police supervision is ordered , so ar as my 
experience goes, placing a prisoner under police supervision has 
a deterrent effect, only less than that of lengthened terms of im- 
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prisonment or of penal servitude. It has the advantage of being 
almost costless, and is probably a very great assistance to the 
police in pointing out to them suspicious characters hitherto 
strangers to the locality. The only objection I have heard to 
police supervision is that it sometimes interferes with discharged 
prisoners in their endeavours to obtain employment; but it 
appears to me that this objection is of secondary importance, and 
that the protection of the public should be the first consideration. 
It should be also borne in mind that a first conviction cannot 
entail police supervision, which can only be ordered after a pre- 
vious conviction for felony. So far, however, as I have been 
enabled to judge police supervision is an assistance to the dis- 
charged prisoner who is really desirous to lead an honest life. 
It is right to state that from the Royal Irish Constabulary, the 
Metropolitan Police, and in the few instances in Great Britain 
where Irish convicts have come under police supervision, much 
consideration and judgment have been invariably shown. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. BARLOW. 
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MOUNT JOY MALE CONVICT PRISON. mouktjot 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Director's 

No change has been made during the past year in the working Reporl ' 
of this prison. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been satisfactory. 

During the year 201 convicts have been received, and 1G5 
were removed to Spike Island or Lusk Prisons ; the conduct of 
the convicts generally was good; there was a total absence of 
serious offences. 

The reduction in the number of convicts from year to year 
enabled me to recommend a reduction in the prison staff, which 
will I believe be carried out at the commencement of the ensuing 
financial year. 

The health of the prisoners has been very good, but one death 
occurred during the year. 

At the suggestion of the prison authorities two of the wings of 
the prison have been shut off' by strong partitions ; by this means 
a very considerable saving in the consumption of coals and gas 
has been effected, with this exception, no change has been made 
in the buildings. It may not bo out of place to remark that by 
retaining a few convicts here, to effect the necessary repairs, 
under the charge of a trades-warder, much expense would be 
saved, and the introduction of civilian tradesmen into the prison 
almost entirely avoided. 

The usual reports from the prison officials, with statistics, are 
attached. 

J. Barlow, Director. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. Governor's 

Report. 

Mountjoy Male Convict Prison, 

January, 1874. 

Sir,— I have the honour to submit my annual report with its 
statistical returns of this prison, for the year ending 31st December, 

1873. . , . 

Since my last report three second-class warders have retired from the 
staff of the prison ; two by resignation, and one by promotion to the 
staff of the Intermediate Prison, Lusk One of these officers, the shoe- 
maker-instructing warder, was replaced a short time after his resignation 
by the appointment of a substitute. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been very good ; no ease 
of dismissal lias occurred within the year, and not more than two reports 
of anything like a serious nature has been made against any member ot 
the staff. 
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10 Twentieth Annual Report of the Director 

The superior officers have been zealous and attentive to their duties, 
and have given me efficient support throughout the year ; in fact I feel 
great satisfaction in being able to report most favourably on the entire 
staff of the prison. 

The general conduct of the prisoners has been good • no aggravated 
case of misconduct has occurred, and the punishments have been com- 
paratively few. Of the entire number of convicts who have passed 
through the prison within the year, 123 underwent no punishment for 
prison offences, and were transmitted to association after eight months’ 
probationary imprisonment ; only 1 6 convicts underwent nine months’ 
separate confinement, consequent on their misconduct, and were then 
transmitted to association. 

The prisoners continue to be employed as heretofore — for the first 
three months at oakum picking, and for the remaining five at making 
mats, matting, fendoffs, &c., &c. They have worked well and indus- 
triously at the tasks set for them ; and I find that this constant industrial 
employment is of great assistance in the better carrying out of the prison 
discipline. 

The moral and religious instructions of the prisoners have been 
zealously performed by the clergymen of the different denominations 
who are intrusted with it. The beneficial effect of which is perceptible 
in the general deportment of the convicts. 

There were two feigned attempts made to commit suicide during the 
year, and during the year one convict died, the cause of his death was 
disease of the heart. I found the Medical Officer both attentive and 
punctual in the discharge of his duties. 

All the prison buildings and fittings pertaining thereto have been 
kept in good repair by the officers of the Board of Public "W orks, and 
all requisitions on that department have been duly attended to. 

I certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 
have been strictly complied with, except such particular cases as have 
been specially reported to, and brought under the notice of the Director. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your most humble and obedient servant, 

P. W. Hackett, Governor. 



To Captain Barlow, 

Director of Irish Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



Classified Statement of the Number of Offences committed by the Prisoners 
during the year ended 31st December, 1873. 



Offences. No. 

Assault on convicts, - - - 1 

Disobedience, 7 

Disobedience and insolence, 6 

Disorderly conduct, - - 2 

Feigned attempt at suicide, 2 

Idleness, 5 

Injuring prison property, 3 



Offences. No. 

Insolence and threatening language, 2 

Insubordination and insolence, - 2 

Other offences, - - ■ - 16 

Prohibited articles in possession, - 0 

Total, - - - 52 
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Classification of Chimes for which those Prisoners have been sentenced who Modnuoy 



were received during the year ended 31st December, 1873. 



Crimes. 

Arson, - - - - 

Assault and robbery, 

Assault, grievous, - 
Assaulting dwelling-house, - 
Burglary and larceny, - 
Burglary and felony, - 
Burglary and robbery, - 

Burglary, 

Burglary, and previous conviction, 
Breaking into dwelling, 

Breaking into shop and larceny, 

Cattle stealing, - 

Compelling to guit dwelling-house, 

Demanding money with menaces, - 

Embezzlement, - 

Eelony, and former conviction, 

Felony, 

Forgery, - - - 

Fraudulently removing from 
documents stamps, - 
Highway robbery, - 
Horse -stealing, - 

Housebreaking, - 
Housebreaking and robbery, - 



Crimes. 

Larceny, - 

Larceny and previous conviction, - 
Larceny from person, - 
Murder, - 

Manslaughter, - 
Military offences, - 
Malicious assault, - 
Malicious injury to loom and har- 
ness in prison, - 
Picking pockets, - 
Obtaining money— false pretences, 
Obtaining goods by false pretences, 
Rape, ------ 

Receiving stolen goods, 

Receiving stolen cattle, - 
Robbery, - 
Sacrilege, - 
Sheep stealing, - 

Shooting at—intent to murder, 
Stealing from person, with vio- 

lence, - 
Wounding, - 

Total, - 



Male 
Convict 
Prison. 

No. 

41 Governor’s 
34 Report. 

12 

1 

6 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

10 

6 

1 

3 
1 

4 
3 

8 

] 



Number of Prisoners admitted in association during the year ended 
3 1 st December, 1 873. 



Trados. No. 

Shoemakers, from separation at 
Mount joy Prison, - - 4 

Manufacturers, from separation at 
Mount joy Prison, - - - 2 

Garden labourers, from separation 
at Mountjoy Prison, - - 2 

Remaining on 31st December, 1872, 41 



Trades. 


No. 


Tailors, - 


- 2 


Shoemakers, - 


- 6 


Manufacturers, 


- 2 


Carpenters, - 


- 1 


Garden Labourers, - 


- 3 



Remaining on 31st December, 1873, 35 



Return of Work performed in Manufacturing Departments during the year 
ended 31st December, 1873. 



Shoemakers’ Department. 



Malting . 

Blucher Boots, pairs, - - - 213^ 

Navvy „ - - - 11 

Warders’ slippers, - - - 29 

Matrons’ ,, ,, - - - 5 

Men’s Shoes, - - - 639 

Women’s ,, ,, •• - - 320 

Children’s ,, ,, - - 12 

„ Boots, ,, - - - 1 

Officers’ „ ,, - - - 12 

High-heeled ,, s , - - - 1 

Frieze and Canvas slippers, pairs, 136 

Uniform belts, - - - 60 

Strait jackets, 2 

Muff straps, - ' - - - 6 

Repairing. 

Boots, pairs, - - - -48 

Slippers, - - - - 130 



Shoemakers’ Department — con. 



Men’s shoes, pairs, - 


- 386 


Women’s „ ,, 

Strait jackets, 


- 496 


2 


Tailoring Department, 


Making. 


No. 


Slop coats, - * - 


- 12 


,, trousers, 
F end-off bags, 


- 12 


- 312 


Calico Badges,, - 


- - 227 


Repairing. 


Warders’ coats, 


- 77 


„ trousers, 


- 67 


„ caps, 


- 19 


„ serge vests, - 


- 13 


Mattresses, 


3 
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Mountjot 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Report, 



Return of Work performed in Manufacturing Departments — con. 



Tailoring Department— cow. No. 



Frieze slippers (bound), 


- 36 


,, jackets, 


- 365 


,, trousers, - 


- 796 


,, vests, 


- 124 


,, caps, 
Blankets, 


- 53 

2 


Shirts, - 


2 


Strait jackets, 


- - 4 


Hammocks, 


- 71 



Mat, &c., Department. 



Making . 

Brush mats, 

Chain „ - 

Bordered ,, 

Hearthrugs, 

Matting, - 
Fend-offa, - 



-1,524 

- 8*5 

- 2,557 

- 68 
7,594 sq.. yds. 

- - 405 



Oakum picked, - I95|cwt. 



Estimated Value of the Prisoners’ Labour during the year ended 31st 
December, 1873. 



How employed. 


Dally 
ayorago 
No. em- 
ployed 
303 days. 


Estimated value 
of work 
performed, 


Shoemakers, --------- 

Tailors, - -- -- -- -- 

Mat, &c. t makers and weavers, ----- 

Fend-off makers, -------- 

Picking oakum, - - - - - 

Carpenters, coopers, painters, and tinsmiths, 

Labourers, fatigue work, and picking fibre, - 


21-88 

3*21 

38-03 

2- 05 
45-79 

3- 04 
23-81 


£ s. d. 
248 10 2 
41 10 11 
561 15 8 
48 0 9 
68 10 3 
115 2 10 
630 16 11 


Totals — Average effective numbers and earnings, - 
Average non-effective, - 


137*81 

7-83 


1,714 7 6 


Total daily average, 


145-64 





Statement of the Number of Convicts committed and disposed of, from 
1st January to 31st December, 1873. 



Received — 




County and City Gaols, - 


- 177 


Convict Depots, 


- 11 


Military Barracks, - 


1 


Licence forfeited cases, 


- 12 


Total, 


- 201 



Removed — 

Convict Dep6ts, - - - 165 

County and City Gaols, - - 1 

Discharged, 9 

Died, 1 

Remaining in custody on 31st 
December, 1873, - - - 149 



Tables showing the reported Previous Imprisonment of the Prisoners received 
during the year ended 31st December, 1873. 



Not reported to have been in prison 



before, 


_ 


. 


- 31 


Once, - 


. 


- 


- 26 


Twice, - 


_ 


- 


- 20 


Three times, - 


- 


- 


- 25 


Four „ 


- 


- 


- 16 


Five „ 


- 


. 


- 13 


Six „ 


. 


_ 


- 14 


Seven „ 


- 


- 


- 5 



Eight times, ----- 8 

Nine 3 

Ten ,, - - - - 4 

Ten and under fifteen times, - - 1 3 

Fifteen times and over, - - -17 

Antecedents not known, 6 

Total, - - - 201 



Ages of Prisoners on Conviction, received during the year ended 
31st December, 1873. 



Fifteen and under twenty years of age, 1 8 



Twenty and under twenty-five, - 42 
Twenty-five and under thirty, - 45 

Thirty and under forty, - - 55 

Forty and under fifty, - - 29 



Fifty and under sixty, - 
Sixty and over, 



Total, - 



- 11 

- 1 



- 201 
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SssTiNCES of the Prisoners committed to this Prison during the year ended 
31st December, 1873. 



Five years’ penal servitude, - 

Six j > ? > 

Seven „ ,, 

Ten ,, ,, 

Fourteen ,, ,, 

Single, 134. 
Roman Catholics, 159. 
Unitarians, 1. 



Twenty years’ penal servitude, 
Life 



Total, 

Married, 67. 

Protestants, 38. Presbyterians, 2. 
Greek Church, 1. 



2 

4 

201 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Monntjoy Male Prison, 

January, 1874. 

Sib, — I have the honour to submit my annual report of the sanitary 
state of Mountjoy Male Prison for the past year, which, I am happy 
to inform you, is in every respect most satisfactory, no outbreak of con- 
tagious or epidemic disease having taken place during the year. 

The admissions to hospital during the year were 70, which is an 
increase in the number as compared with last year, owing entirely to a 
great many prisoners having been received from, the borough gaols 
suffering from a bad type of syphilis, and others from a course of dissi- 
pation whose constitutions were broken and required treatment in 
hospital. 

The daily average number of sick in hospital was 4 ’83. As I have 
stated in former reports this daily average or number of admissions does 
not include prisoners received from the Lusk establishment for^ hospital 
treatment, their number being light. Their diseases are classified in a 
separate table. 

There was only one death during the year, the result of rupture of the 
heart. 

Seven prisoners were removed to Spike Island on medical grounds 
before they had completed the term of eight months^ as it was found 
they were unfit for the close cellular confinement of this prison. 

It was not found necessary, I am happy to state, to have any prisoners 
transmitted during the past year to the Central Criminal Lunatic 
Asylum at Dundrum. 

The general health of the warders and of their families has been good ; 
eleven were treated in hospital for slight ailments. 

I cannot conclude without bringing under your notice the zeal and 
efficiency of the hospital warders. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. W. Young, m.d., Medical Officer. 

To Captain Barlow, 

the Director of Convict Prisons. 



Mountjov 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 



Medical 
Officer's 
Report . 
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Table I Hospital Return for the year 1873. 



Number of prisoners in custody 1st January, 1873, 

,, received during the year, 

patients in hospital 1st January, 1873, 

„ admitted during the year, - 

„ discharged from hospital, - 

„ removed to Spike Island Prison, - 
,, died in hospital, - 

„ remaining in hospital, 1st January, 

1874, - - - - 7 



325 

70 

70 



Daily average number of sick in hospital during the year, - 4 '83 

Number of times prisoners were prescribed for in the prison, - 1,124 
Daily average number prescribed for, - - - - 3-07 



Table II.— Prisoners removed to Spike Island, from probation, on 
Medical grounds. 



Date. 


Rogister 

No. 


Initials of 
Name. 


Observations on case, as made in letter recommending 
Removal. 


April 


5, 


8510 


J. w., . 


Subject to epileptic fits. 


May 


29, 


8495 


J. B., . 


Enlargement of upper part of thigh. 






8506 


P. P., . 


Chronic bronchitis. 






8505 


J. K., . 


Disease of heart. 


Sept. 


16, 


8561 


E. O’K., . 


Becoming dyspeptic. 




26, 


8558 


J. W., . 


Liver complaint. 


” 


26, 


8583 


J. M., . 


Chronic bronchitis. 



Table IH Deaths during the Year. 



l4 

K 


Initials, 
of Namo. 


( Rocoived in 

Prison. j 


Admittod to 
hospital. 


Date of Death. 


Disease. 


8513 

1 


M. H., j 


| 21 Mar., 1873, j 


22 Sept., 1873, 


22 Sept., 1873. 


Rupture of heart. 



Table TV. — Diseases of those admitted to Hospital. 



Otorrhcea, 


- 1 


Phymosis, 


- 1 


Observation, 


- 14 


Wound, 


- 1 


Ophthalmia, 


- 3 


Abscess, 


- 3 


Gunshot wound, 


- 1 


Diarrhoea, - 


- 3 


Ulcer, 


- 7 



Gum-boil, - - 2 

Debility, - - - 5 

Itch, - - - 3 

Epilepsy, . - 1 

Contusion, - - 1 

Bronchitis, - - 3 

Disease of heart, - 1 

Hepatic, - - 1 

Syphilis, - - - 7 



Ague, - - - 1 

Febrile, - - - 4 

Tumour, - - - 1 

Asthma, - - - 1 

Scrofula, - - - 2 

Ear-ache, - - - 1 

Sciatica, - - . ] 

Orchitis, - - - 1 



Table V Prisoners received from the Lusk Establishment for 



treatment in Hospital. 



Register 

No. 


Narao. 


Diseaso. 


How disposed of. 


8440 


John Hynes, 


Gastric, - 


Discharged on licence. 


8469 


Thomas Culliffe, - 


Otorrliroa, 


Do. do. 


8517 


Peter Fitzgerald, - 


Abscess, - 


Do- do. 


8516 


James A.tkinson, - 


Jaundice, 


Sent back to Lusk. 


8527 


Patrick Long, 


Ophthalmia, 


Discharged on licence. 


8564 


Bernard Burns, 


Aneurism, 


Discharged on medical grounds. 


8563 


J olm Carr, - 


Abscess, - 


Sent hack to Lusk. 


8642 


Michael M‘Guiness, 


Bronchitis, 


Sent to work in the prison. 
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PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Mountjoy 

Male 

Mountjoy Male Prison, Convict 

Dublin, January, 1874. ni30N ‘ 

Sir, — In presenting my usual report for the year that is passed I 
have to say that Divine service has been regularly held on the appointed Report? * 
days, religious instruction given, and the prisoners constantly visited in 
their cells. I have the great satisfaction to be able to state that the 
conduct of the prisoners has been such as to merit the approval of, I 
believe, all the officers placed over them. 

I have endeavoured to keep up a correspondence with men who have 
been discharged either on tickets of licence or on the expiration of their 
sentences, and I am happy to say I have had during the last year letters 
from discharged prisoners, which give me great hopes that the discipline 
to which they have been subjected has had upon them a good effect that 
seems likely to last. 

Last summer the Chajdain at Spike Island Prison exchanged duty 
with me for one month, and then I had the satisfaction of again meeting 
many men whom I had known here in the early stage of their imprison- 
ment ; and further, the pleasure of seeing that, in the cases of many of 
them, that the good hopes I entertained of them while here seemed 
likely to be realized. Prom the nature of the work and consequent 
arrangements there it seems to be impossible that the intercourse between 
the Chaplain and those under his care can be as constant and as unre- 
strained as it is here, or that the advancement of the prisoners in their 
school business can be as carefully attended to in Spike Island as it is 
at Mountjoy, which, though I believe it caunot be avoided, I still think 
is much to be regretted. 

It does not appear to mo that any other circumstances that came under 
my own observation during 1873 require special remarks from me. 

I am, sir, 

Your faithful servant, 

Robert Flemyng, a.m., Church of Ireland Chaplain. 

The Director, Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Male Prison, 

2nd January, 1874. 

Sir, — I beg to submit to you my report for the year 1873. 

I am very well pleased to be able to give a good account of the 
prisoners under my care. The conduct of the R. C. prisoners during 
the year just ended was in general good. In evidence of regularity and 
good conduct on the part of the prisoners, I may refer to the absence of 
all grave violations of prison rules and to the small number of the punish- 
ments recorded for minor offences. 

I have given religious instruction three times each week to all the 
prisoners, and have afforded them abundant opportunities of complying 
with all their religious duties. They have manifested much attention 
at the religious instructions and seemed to have profited of the means at 
their disposal for the amendment of their lives. As soon as fresh men 
arrive at the prison, I examine each prisoner and classify him. Those 



Roman 

Catholie 
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Mouotjoi wlio are found to be ignorant of the principal points of faith are put 
Male through a special course of instruction. I endeavour to impress on the 
Pnreo” mind? of the prisoners the importance of maintaining good conduct in 
. — ' order to shorten the term of their sentence, and I try to point out to them 
/toman *1, means 0 f escaping the dangerous occasions of evil to be met with 
GJmplaiiCi during imprisonment. . . . , 

Report. I have allotted a considerable portion of my time to visiting the con- 
victs in their cells and workshops, and I have to report that, although 
these visits were frequent and sometimes unexpected, I have always 
found good order and industry everywhere to prevail and the demeanour 
of the prisoners to be quiet and respectful. 

I have much pleasure in bearing my testimony to the efficiency of 
the officers generally, and commending in a special manner the men 
superintending the discipline, teaching the school, and the several trades 
for the even temper, firmness, and good common sense shown in their 
dealings with the prisoners. I have had during the year pretty good 
means of knowing the spirit by which these officers were animated in 
the discharge of their duties, and I have to report that their manner of 
discharging their duties arid their example have exercised the best in- 
fluence not only on the convicts but also on the subordinate officers. 

In conclusion I must say that I have received every facility for the 
exercise of my ministry during the year, and have experienced much 
kindness from all the officials with whom my duties brought me into 
contact. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Michael Cody, R.C. Chaplain. 

Captain Barlow, 

Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

The Manse, 49 Great Charles-street, Dublin, 
2nd January, 1874. 

Sir, — I have to report that the duties devolving upon me as Chaplain 
have been regularly performed during the year that is past. 

In the general intelligence of the prisoners under my charge there 
has been a decided improvement as contrasted with many prisoners of 
other years, whilst their demeanour during Divine service, and their 
attention to the religious instruction communicated, have been all that 
I could desire. 

The laws and regulations of the prison have been duly respected, and 
the attention and courtesy of the officials as marked as heretofore. 

I have the honour to remain, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Robert Hanna, Presbyterian Chaplain. 

Captain Barlow, 

Director of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 



Mountjoy 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 



Mountjoy Male Prison, School- 

12tli January, 1874. master's 

Sir, — I beg leave to submit to you tlie following short report of epo,t ’ 
Mountjoy Male Prison School, for the year ended the 31st of December, 

1873. 

This is my seventh report of Mountjoy Prison School, but my nine- 
teenth as Head Schoolmaster in the Convict Service. As there have 
been no changes in the school arrangements, and as I have fully detailed 
these arrangements in previous reports, I will be concise on this occa- 
sion. 

The prisoners arc divided into two Prison classes — probation and 
associated. The probation prisoners attend school by day, and the 
associated attend in the evening after the labours of the day. The 
longest time allowed to any prisoner at school Is an hour per day, and 
that only to those learning First Book, who cannot read, and those 
learning Second Book, who cannot read well. Those learning Third and 
Fourth Books — the higher of the series — are allowed only three attend- 
ances -weekly for an hour each time, which is equal to half an hour 
daily. The associated class attend school for an hour every evening of 
five evenings of the week. 

During eight months (the time that probationers are kept here) great 
improvement cannot be expected. First, on account of the shortness 
of the attendance compared with ordinary schools ; second, on account 
of the unimpressible nature of the pupils, most of them having been 
neglected in early culture and confirmed in ignorant habits ; . third, 
during the early periods of their servitudes their minds are quite un- 
settled, and brooding over their misfortunes, until time and training 
generally produce a salutary change. 

Reading, writing, and the four simple rules of arithmetic, are the 
subjects taught in the school in pursuance of Directors memo, of 16th 
of November, 1809. The teachers confine themselves to this course of 
instruction, except when, by way of explanation and illustration, they 
have recourse to maps and other diagrams. 

School was open and attended 303 clays, being every day of the year 
except Sundays and holidays— there being no vacation tune at Easter, 
Midsummer, and Christmas, as is the case in other schools. 

At the end of the year 1 872 there were on the school-rolls, . 

Admitted to school during the year 1873, .... 

Transferred to other prisons, &c., during the year. 

On Prison school-rolls and hooks 3 1st December, 1873, • 

Of 188 admitted 52 were wholly illiterate (First Book.) 

,, SJ 75 were nearly so (Second Book ) 

Thus showing that two-thirds of the Convicts when received in 
Mountjoy are unable to read and mite. . 

In reading alone there have been 110 promotions during the year, as 
follows : — f 



118 

J88 

160 

146 



From First or lowest Book to Second Book, . • 

From Second Book to Third Book, . 

From Third Book to Fourth Book, . • * 


. . * 21 

. o • 42 

. . . 47 




110 
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From this it will "be seen that, notwithstanding the “ drawbacks,” the 
improvement has been considerable. 

Of 160 transferred to other Prisons, &c. — 

76 could -write well. 

54 well enough for ordinary business. 

28 could write , but not well. 

2 could not write. 

160 

93 per cent, could write well and fairly. 

Of these 1 60 — 

27 worked proportion and practice in arithmetic. 

29 worked compound rules. 

74 worked the four simple rules. 

30 only making figures. 

160 

Of these, 93 per cent, also worked the simple rules or above them. 

Remaining on school-rolls on 31st December, 1873, . . 146. 

Reading First or lowest Book, . . . 21 

,, Second or next Book, . . . 44 

„ Third Book, . . . . 35 

„ Fourth Book, 46 

Total, . . 146 

Of these — 

64 write small hand well. 

50 write fairly and fit for ordinary business. 

1 1 write a little, but not well. 

1 4 write large hand. 

6 only write the letters of alphabet. 

1 cannot write any. 

146 

Working proportion and above, 33 



compound rules, 


16 


simple rules, 


76 


making figures only, 


2t 


Total, 


146 



This classification is rather below the reality, as justice to the prisoners 
demands that their progress should not be overstated in the class sheets 
sent with them to Spike Island ; and these sheets are partly the basis 
of the statistics given in this report. 

In order that teaching alone should be attended to during school 
time, the Head Schoolmaster performs the following duties before and 
after school-hours : — First, the keeping and filling up the school accounts, 
viz., Class-rolls, Register, Report Book, Journal, and School Conduct 
Book ; second, the examination and classifications of prisoners on admis- 
sion, entering them on the Account Books, supplying them with school- 
hooks, and filling up their cell cards ; third, when prisoners are to be 
transferred to Spike Island or other prison, he prepares and supplies 
classification sheets to he forwarded with them, discharges them oft' the 
school accounts, takes up their school-books, keeps a copy of classifica- 
tion sheet, and fills up any other lists required in the office. 

The school for the probation class begins at 1 1 o’clock and the average 
attendance of prisoners for the first hour, from 11 to 12 o’clock, is about 
45 ; but these being learning the First and Second Books, are divided 
into many sub-classes or sections, and require great care and attention 
from the two schoolmaster's (myself and my assistant). 

The attendance from 12 to 1 o’clock is about 46, reading Third and 
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Fourth Books, and are divided into two sections nearly equal in numbers, Mountjov 
taught by the two schoolmasters — the same class consecutively under Male 
same schoolmaster. Convict 

From 2 to 3 o clock prisoners’ dinner hour — the schoolmasters visit 

the prisoners in their cells, and instruct them suitably to their individual % c 7 ad 
tastes and necessities. master' 

From 6 to 7 o clock, r.M., the associated class, about 34, attend school, Report. 
and the two teachers attend to instruct them. 

The conduct at school has been so good that only one prisoner had 
to be excluded during the year. 

On the 30tli of July last, J. Gillie, esq., District Inspector of 
National Schools, visited and examined 82 out of 99 present at school. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Michael Harold, Head Schoolmaster. 

To Captain J. Barlow, 

The Director of Irish Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



SPIKE ISLAND CONVICT PRISON. Spike 

Island 

Prison. 

No change in the arrangements of this Prison or in the employ- Director's 
ments of the Convicts took place last year; it is gratifying to be Report. 
able again to report that its working is most creditable to the 
Local Prison Authorities. 

The conduct of the subordinate Officers has been in general 
very good ; three dismissals and seven resignations occurred. The 
Governor has referred to the difficulties which existed in obtaining 
suitable candidates as Trades Warders, but this difficulty will no 
longer exist ; the increased rates of pay sanctioned from the 1st 
April next will, no doubt, induce suitable candidates to offer for 
all subordinate situations, and during the six months probation, to 
which the permanent appointments of all officers are subject, there 
should be no difficulty in filling up with suitable men any vacan- 
cies which may in future occur. 

The conduct of the convicts has been generally good ; corporal 
punishment was ordered in seven instances of violent assaults, and 
in one case of persistent misconduct. The weak-minded prisoners 
still cause much trouble, but arrangements which will to some 
extent remedy this evil, are in progress. The number of this class is 
decreasing, owing to discharges on completion of sentences; and 
in such cases as the recommittal for trial of any of these unfortunate 
creatures, their mental condition and unfitness for lengthened im- 
prisonment will, in every instance where it is possible, be laid 
before the Judge by whom they may be tried. 

As a rule the industry of the convicts has been very satisfactory. 

The health of the convicts has been good. A permanent Medical 
Officer has been appointed to the great advantage of . the 
health of the prisoners, and to the discipline of the Prison. 

B 2 
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Spike In the autumn an outbreak of virulent diarrhoea occurred ; in one 
Prison ease on ty ^ proved fatal. The Medical Officer considers it to have 
— originated from atmospheric changes and impure water. With 
Director's reS p eu t to the latter cause, it appears that the impurities arose 
‘ por ' from sewers imperfectly constructed very many years hack ; these 
imperfections have been now remedied. Neither the Royal En- 
gineer or Prison Authorities, so far as I am capable of forming an 
opinion, are to blame in the matter. It may, however, be right 
here to point out the difficulties which arise in dealing with any 
matters of repairs, alterations, &c,, in this Prison ; the buildings, 
being War Office property, are under the control of the Royal En- 
gineers, whilst the expenditure for necessary works is under the 
control of the Board of Public Works. Thus no work can be under- 
taken, however urgent, unless first approved by the Royal Engi- 
neers, then sent forward by the Prison Department, and ultimately 
sanctioned by the Board of Public Works. I submit that as in 
England such matters should be left to the Convict Department, 
as well as the providing of fuel and light. With the assistance of 
a competent Clerk of the Works, the entire repairs, alterations, 
and maintenance of the buildings of this Prison conld be earned 
. out by convict labour with a large saving to the public. 

Owing to the works now in progress for completing the defences 
of the Island, some changes have taken place in the Prison build- 
ings. A new Laundry and Drying-house have been completed. 
Other changes will have to be made during the ensuing year. 

As in the previous years, the reports of the Chaplains for 1873 
continue to be very satisfactory. 

Report with Statistics from the Governor, Medical Officer, 
Chaplains, and Head Schoolmaster, are appended. 

J. Barlow, Director. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT, 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
January, 1874. 

Sih, — I have the honour to submit, as directed, the usual annual re- 
port on Spike Island Convict Prison for the year ended the 31st December, 
1873. 

The duties of the subordinate officers were more severe and onerous 
than usual owing to the number of vacancies on the staff, yet they were 
cheerfully and fairly met, and generally carried out with creditable zeal 
and diligence. Three officers were dismissed the service, and seven re- 
signed; considerable inconvenience has been felt for some time past, 
owing to the difficulty in procuring suitable trade warders, the salary 
having been considered insufficient to induce properly qualified tradesmen 
to accept the vacant posts ; but there is a prospect of this being remedied. 
The selection of warders has a very important bearing both as regards 
the interests of the convicts and the discipline of the establishment; and 
the prisoners are not slow in discerning when they have got the right 
man. One man with few words and few reports will maintain strict 
discipline, while another, frequently fault-finding and often reporting, 
yet fails to maintain discipline ; and for these reasons I would again 
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venture to call attention to the advantage, to the service generally, of Spikb 
candidates being seen personally previous to nomination, on the same Island 
principle as are candidates for the Police and Constabulary. Ordinary RIS0N * 
intelligence, -with tact and good common sense, I consider the best quali- Governor's 
fications for a warder. Report. 

I am able to speak with satisfaction of the diligence and attention to 
their respective duties of the Chief Warder and the Principal Warders. 

One hundred and fifty-nine convicts were received during the year ; 
seventy removed to Lusk Intermediate Prison, forty-five released on 
licence, twenty-seven discharged on completion of sentence, five on com- 
mutation, and eight died ; 650 remaining in custody at the close of the 
year. 

The respective sentences have been strictly, but at the same time, 
fairly carried out, and every convict had the opportunity daily afforded 
him of communicating in person with me on any point or matter con- 
nected with himself or liis case. 

The convicts available for the public works were employed chiefly oil 
the dock works in the same way as stated in former reports, viz., quarrying 
and dressing stone for the dock wall, carpenter and smith work. A 
terrace of four good cottages was also erected by convict labour for the 
use of the Admiralty Officers superintending on the docks. In the month 
of June some of the Haulbowline labour had to be withdrawn, for re- 
building and repairing a portion of the stone pier at Spike. And in 
September a further draft had to be taken from Haulbowline to re- 
construct and renew the sewerage connected with the prison generally, 
also to improve the water supply and main tank, a slight outbreak of 
choleraic diarrhoea having taken place in August, which was attributed 
to defective sewerage and impure water ; but in one case only was the 
attack fatal. 

Daily average number on the works (prison works included), 611 

Hot employed (in cells and hospital), . ♦ • 29 

Total, ..... 640 



The general conduct of the convicts and their industry on the works 
have been satisfactory, and here permit me to give my humble opinion 
that for the ends of reformation a lengthened period of careful training 
to habits of steady useful labour is more effective than schooling and 
lecturing, the latter being very soon forgotten, whilst the former tends 
to educate the convict in industrial habits and fitness to earn his liveli- 



hood when discharged. . „ 

In one case only was any attempt made at escape, and it proved a lailure. 
Seven convicts received corporal punishment for assaults on warders, 
and one for persistent misconduct. The weak-minded and nresponsibles 
are still a source of trouble, and not only are they_ a bad example in 
their own conduct, but are also the cause of bringing many o err 
fellow convicts into trouble. Their number however is becoming some- 
what reduced by discharges, &c. . . „ _ 

In my last report I had occasion to notice an increase i of prison offences 
arising from certain causes then stated, but I am now appy o say la 
during the past year the offences were 123 less in number than in the 

P The" buildings are in fair order and will require only the ordinary in- 
cidental repairs. A new laundry has been constructed, adjoinmgto the 
former drying-house, and is a very great convenience ; it is. also in con- 
templation to erect a new iron chapel and workshops the present chapel 
and workshops coming in the way of the defence ivork? w progress, 1 
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am happy to say a vote has been granted for the erection of new and 
improved quarters for the warders and their families of which they stand 
much in need. I regret, however, that as yet the Royal Engineer De- 
partment have not been able to commence the work ; and here I respect- 
fully take leave to state that it would be the greatest possible advantage 
to have an experienced officer on the staff, capable of directing and 
executing all the prison alterations, repairs, &c., by skilled convict labour, 
thereby effecting a very considerable saving of money annually, as well 
as being in other respects more satisfactory, and at the same time bene- 
ficial to the convicts by enabling them to acquire a knowledge of such 
work. 

The schooling has been carried on in the evenings after work-hours as 
usual, and on the part of the respective Chaplains the same regard and 
attention have been paid to religious and moral instructions as in former 
years, both on Sundays and week-days, and I trust with profit to the 
hearers. At all events, they were on all occasions most orderly and 
attentive, so far as my personal observation went. 

The usual statistical returns are forwarded herewith. 

I hereby certify that the rules laid down for the government of the 
prison have been complied with during the past year, except in such cases 
as have been reported to, or brought under the notice of, the Inspector 
or the Director. 

I have the honour to be, six*, 

Your most obedient servant, 

P. Hay, Governor. 

Captain Barlow, &c., &c., &c., 

Director of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Return showing the Crimes of 650 Convicts in Custody on the 31st December, 

1873. 



Murder, - - - - 18 

Shooting at with intent to murder, 15 
Being one of an armed party who 
fired on a party of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary, - - 1 

Manslaughter, - - - 28 

Administering poison, - - 1 

Stabbing, cutting, and wounding, - 2 

Felonious, grievous, malicious, and 
other assaults, - - - 32 

Assault and robbery, - - 10 

Assault with intent to rob, - 1 

Demanding money by menaces with 
intent to rob, - - - 1 

Unlawful assembly, attacking dwell- 
ing-house, firing shots through 
same, and attempt to compel to 
quit farm, - - - 4 

Whiteboy offence, - - ' - 2 

Assaulting dwelling-house, - 2 

Compelling to quit dwelling-house, 3 
Unlawful assembly, breaking into 
habitation, and carrying away 
arms, - - - - 2 

Arson and attempt at arson, - 12 

Highway robbery, - - - 9 

Burglary and robbery, - - 28 

Burglary and previous conviction, - 42 
Robbery, - - - - 8 

Housebreaking and robbery, - 49 
Felony and previous conviction, - 16 



Felony of Post letters, - 4 

Writing and sending threatening 
letters, - - - 5 

Rape, and aiding, - - - 15 

Perjury, - - - 2 

Forgery, - - - - 4 

Uttering forged Post Office Order 
for money, - - 1 

Stealing money from the person, - 65 
Larceny and previous conviction, - 175 
Cattle stealing, - - - 13 

Horse stealing, - - - 9 

Sheep stealing, - - -19 

Sacrilege, - - - - 2 

Receiving stolen goods, - - 15 

Receiving goods and money by 
means of false pretences, - 2 

Coining and having base coin in 
possession, - - - 5 

Carnal knowledge of females under 
ten years, - - - 2 

Indecent assault on male persons, - 3 

Buggery, - - - 2 

Attempt to commit buggery, - 1 

By fraud and force detaining a female 
child under fourteen years of age, 1 
Malicious injury to machinery, - 2 

Military offences, - - - 17 

Total, - - 650 
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Return showing the Sentences and Ages on Conviction of 650 Convicts in 
Custody on the 3 1st December, 1873. 



SENTENCES. 



Five Years 1 Penal Servitude, 


- 204 


Six ,, 


,, 


- 1 


Seven „ 


,, 


- 276 


Ten ,, 




- SO 


Twelve „ 


,, 


« 1 


Fourteen ,, 




- 21 


Fifteen „ 


,, 


- 8 


Twenty „ 




- J3 


Twenty-five 


», 


- 1 


Life 




- 36 
650 



SENTENCES. 

Life transportation, - 



Total, 650. 



- 9 



Ages on Conviction. 



Under Twenty Years, 


. 


_ 


63 


Twenty and under Twenty-five, - 


- 




136 


Twenty-five and under Thirty, 


- 


- 


155 


Thirty and under Thirty-five, 




- 


107 


Thirty-five and under Forty, 


- 




83 


Forty and under Fifty, 


- 


- 


75 


Fifty and under Sixty, 


- 


- 


21 


Sixty and under Seventy, - 


- 


- 


8 


Seventy and under Eighty, 


- 


- 


2 


Total, 


_ 


- 


- 650 



Return showing the Number of Convicts in Custody, committed and disposed 
of during tlie Year ended 31st December, 1873. 



COMMITTED. 

1st January, 1873 — 

In custody, - - 646 

Committed from — 

Mountjoy Prison, - - 158 

Kilraainham Gaol, - - 1 



Total, - - 805 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 

31st December, 1873— 

Remaining in custody, - - 650 

Removed during the year to — 
Mountjoy for Lusk, - 70 

Released on licence, - 45 

Discharged on completion of 
sentence, - - 27 

Discharged on commutation of 
sentence, - - - 5 

Died, - - - 8 

Total, - - 805 



[Abstract. 
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Spike Abstract Account showing the Estimated Value of the Productive Labour 
Island 0 f the Prisoners, and the Number Employed during the Year ended 31st 
P rison . December, 1873. 



Governor's 

Report. 



How Employed. 


Daily Average 
Number Em- 
ployed for 
303 days. 


Estimated Valuo 
of Work per- 
formed. 


PRISON WORKS. 




£ s. d. 


Tailors, - 


12 


454 10 0 


Shoemakers, - 


6 


227 5 0 


Smiths and Nailors, - 


2 


90 18 0 


Carpenters and Sawyers, 


5 


189 7 6 


Painters, ■■ 


2 


75 15 0 


Masons, - 


5 


227 5 0 


Repairing Beds, Socks, &c., - 


8 


121 4 0 


Tinsmiths and Coopers, 


2 


60 12 0 


Labourers in Prison Garden and on 






Prison Works generally, - 


58 


878 14 0 


Washing in Laundry, 


10 


303 0 0 


Bakers, - 


5 - 


227 5 0 


Cooks, - 


5 


75 15 0 


Fatigue work, Cleaning, Messing, &c., 


24 


363 12 0 


Boatmen, - 


6 


90 18 0 


Oakum Picking (on wet days), 


5 


18 18 9 


Do. (Invalids), - 


30 


37 17 6 


ROYAL ENGINEER WORKS. 






Carpenters, - 


1 


40 8 0 


Labourers, - 


34 


515 2 0 


WAR DEPARTMENT (HAULBOWLINE). 






Labourers, - 


10 


227 5 0 


ADMIRALTY WORKS (HAULBOW- 
line). 






Stonecutters and Masons, 


35 


1,414 0 0 


Do. beginners, 


33 


666 12 0 


Carpenters and Sawyers, 


14 


565 12 0 


Do. beginners, 


4 


90 18 0 


Smiths and Nailors, - 

Do. beginners, 


3 


12 J 4 0 


6 


.136 7 0 


Shoemakers, . * 


1 


37 17 6 


Do. beginners, 


7 


159 1 6 


Coopers and Painters, 


1 


37 17 6 


Labourers, Quarrymen, &c., 


274 


5,534 16 0 


Oakum Picking (on wet days), 
Total, - 


3 

381 

Gil 


117 3 



Daily average number employed, 

»* tt not employed (in cells and hospital), 



Total. 



£ s. 



3,442 16 

555 10 
227 5 



8,775 12 



13,001 4 



- 611 
- 29 



d. 



9 

0 

0 



9 



6 



Total daily average, - - - 640 



MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. 

Officer s 

Kepart, Spike Island Convict Prison, 

14tli January, 1874. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit the annual report on the state of 
health of the officers and prisoners, and the sanitary condition of this 
prison, together with the usual medical statistics for the year 1873. 

There were 159 prisoners received into this establishment during the 
year, of this number twenty were found to he in a delicate state of health; 
these have received the necessary treatment and attention that their 
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individual oases demanded, and are employed at such labour as suits their Stock 
respective conditions. .pliso? 

In the month of August an epidemic of choleraic diarrhoea prevailed 

in this prison, eighty prisoners having been attacked ; the type was of Medical 
an aggravated character in many of those cases, one death having resulted 
from that disease. "When the epidemic appeared, active measures were r 
at once taken to cheek its progress; those who were attacked were 
isolated as much as the construction of the buildings would admit, a 
temporary change was made in the prison dietary, disinfection was care- 
fully and efficiently carried out, and every prisoner in the depot was sup- 
plied with a suit of flannel. The most satisfactory results followed these 
measures ; in a short time there was a marked diminution in the number 
of those attacked, and an abatement in the severity of the symptoms, and 
the disease soon subsided altogether. 

In investigating the cause of the outbreak I had the assistance of 
other professional gentlemen, and having fully examined into its origin 
and progress, and all the circumstances of the prison, the conclusion 
arrived at was that atmospheric changes combined with the impure 
waters, and the defective state of the sewers of the prison, were sufficient 
to account for the appearance of the disease. 

Tho waters that were found on analysis to he polluted were at once 
discontinued to be used for drinking and cooking purposes, and steps 
were taken and are in progress to prevent further contamination of those 
waters. The sewers of the prison are being relayed -mtli glazed earthen- 
ware pipes, and when these works are completed, the sanitary condition 
of the prison will be vastly improved. 

During tho past month scarlatina in a mild form appeared in the 
prison, seven convicts having heen attacked ; all recovered, and there 
has been no case of that disease since the 11th of December. 

Tho other cases treated in hospital were of the ordinary character. 

There were eight prisoners died in hospital during the year, seven of 
those were eases of chronic organic diseases, and one of choleraic 

diarrluea. . 

There were forty of the subordinate officers treated m hospital during 
the year, two of whom were discharged the service on medical grounds. 

In all other respects the health of the officers and prisoners has been 
generally good. No very serious accident occurred during the year, a 
fact highly creditable to tho officers ; as from the nature of the works, 
and the number employed, it is evident that great precautions must have 
been taken, and much diligence observed. 

There are about forty weak-minded convicts here, who are unlit to 
undergo tho ordinary course of prison discipline, and their association 
with the other well-conducted prisoners tend very much to increase 
breaches of prison rules. It would be much to the advantage of both 
classes that they should he kept apart ; and I would respectfully beg to 
recommend that a separate building should he provided for the special 
treatment of the eccentric prisoners. , T , 

I cannot conclude this report without recording that I have invari- 
ably received the prompt and efficient support of the Inspector, the 
Governor, and the other officers of this prison since my appomtment. 

The resident apothecary has performed his duties in the most creditable 
and satisfactory manner. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

K O’Keeffe, m.d., Medical Officer. 

Captain Barlow, 

Directoj- of Convict Prisons. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




26 



Twentieth Annual Report of the Director 



Spike\ 

Island’ 

Prison. 

Medical 

Statistics. 



Medical Statistics for the Year 1873. 

Number of sick in hospital on the 1st January, 1873, - 6 

,, admitted during the year, - - - 242 

Total, ------ 248 



Of these were discharged from hospital, - - - - 228 

Died during the year, ------ 8 

Remaining in hospital on the 1st January, 1874, - - 12 

Total, - 248 



Number of externs treated during the year, 

Daily average number of externs treated, 

Daily average number of sick treated in hospital, - 
Number of Warders treated in hospital during the year, 



- 14,067 
39*37 
10*48 
40 



Number of Diseases treated in Hospital during the Year. 



Paralysis, - 


. 


- 


2 


Observation, 


_ 


- 


7 


Epilepsy, 


- 


- 


7 


Wounds and contusions, 


- 


- 


12 


Heart Disease, 


- 


- 


15 


Vomiting blood from stomach, 


- 


1 


Simple continued Eever, 


- 


_ 


14 


Pulmonary consumption, 


- 


- 


2 


Scrofula, 


- 


- 


11 


Constipation, 


- 


- 


5 


Ophthalmia, 


- 


- 


7 


Abscess, 


- 


- 


5 


Palpitation, - 


- 


- 


1 


Fractures, - 


- 


- 


3 


Dyspepsia, - 


- 


- 


6 


Imbecile, 


- 


- 


2 


Rheumatism, • - 


- 


- 


3 


Malingering, 


- 


- 


1 


Bronchitis, - 


- 


- 


4 


Loss of appetite, 


- 


- 


1 


Inflammation of Lungs, 


- 


- 


1 


Boils, 


- 


- 


1 


Catarrh, 


- 


- 


1 


Tumours, - 


- 


- 


1 


Asthma, 


- 


_ 


3 


Dropsy, 


- 


■ - 


1 


Colic, 


. 


- 


2 


Bleeding from nose, 


- 


- 


l 


Inflamed bursa, 


. 


- 


1 


Liver disease, 


- 


- 


2 


Bunion, 

Debility, 


_ 


- 


1 


Scarlatina, - 


- 


- 


7 


- 


- 


7 


Ear-ache, 


- 


- 


1 


Lumbago, - 


- 


- 


1 


Stricture of osopliagus, 


- 


- 


1 


Ulcers, 


_ 


- 


5 


Retention of urine, 
Haemorrhage from bowels, 


- 


- 


1 


Spitting of blood, - 


- 


- 


6 


- 


- 


2 


Diarrhoea, - 


- 


- 


5 


Headache, - 


- 


- 


l 


Choleraic Diarrhoea, 
Anthrax, 


- 


_ 


80 

1 


Total, - 


. 


_ 


242 



Mortality Table. 



Register 

Number. 


Initials of 
Namo. 


Dato of Admission 
into Hospital. 


Date of 
Death. 


Cause of Death. 


13,774 


R. Gr. 


26th Sept., 1872. 


15th Eeb., 1873. 


Valve disease of heart. 


13,184 


W. D. 


30th Jan., 1873. 


16th „ „ 


Valve disease of heart. 


13,395 


M. E. 


12th Nov., 1872. 


12 th April, „ 


Paralysis. 


13,088 


J.R. 


6th March, 1873. 


14 th May, „ 


Disease of spine. 


13,765 


P. M‘N. 


31st July, 1873. 


6th Aug., „ 


Aneurism of aorta. 


13,620 


P. N. 


19th Aug., 1873. 


20th „ „ 


Choleraic diarrhoea. 


12,825 


P. L. 


10th March, 1873. 


11th Nov., „ 


Cancer of stomach. 


13,079 


J. B. 


1st Jan., 1873. 


10 th Dec., „ 


Paralysis. 
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PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island. Government Prison, 

January 21st, 1874. j 

Sir, — I have the honour to present my report for the year ending j 
31st December, 1873. Within that period Divine Service was celebrated 
on 57 occasions, Lord’s Supper administered four do., hospital visited 132 
do., cells 100 do., and religious instruction imparted on 44 times. The 
conduct of the prisoners throughout the year most satisfactory, and their 
attention to the religious instruction given on Sundays and holidays, 
&c., very encouraging, 

I have to thank the Governor and all the subordinate officers for their 
uniform kindness and attention ; and 
Have the honour to be, sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Joseph G. Bouchier, Protestant Chaplain. 

To Captain Barlow, 

Director Government Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Romm 

Spike Island, 1st January, 1874. ct apt ain't 

Sir, — In compliance with your directions I beg to forward to you my Re P ort - 
report for the year 1873, which is my twenty-fifth annual report as the 
R. C. Chaplain of Spike Island Convict Prison. 

I beg to state that the manner in which the prisoners under my 
spiritual care have availed themselves of the opportunities afforded them 
for religious instructions, and for complying with their religious duties 
during the past year were in general satisfactory j but this satisfaction 
was only general and not universal, for there were a few who could not 
be moved by the public exhortations or private admonitions of my 
reverend assistant or myself, to dispose themselves for the reception of 
the sacraments, even at the time when the Church makes it obligatory 
on all Christians to receive them. I thank God the number was small, 
and even these have always manifested a reverence for religion sufficient 
to inspire a hope, by the grace of God, and by persevering admonitions, 
that they will in time be brought to a better sense. 

Of the remainder, that is, of the great majority, I can speak most 
favourably. They have all received the Sacraments of Penance and the 
Blessed Eucharist several times during the. year — many have done so 
weekly or monthly j and I need not say that this is always the surest 
sign of their improvement, and the best guarantee for their future 
conduct. 

As I have so often specified in my former reports the several duties 
performed by the R. C. Chaplains it is needless for me to repeat them 
here \ it is sufficient for me to state that they were all faithfully and 
punctually discharged during the year by my reverend assistant and 
myself. 

In conclusion it affords me a great pleasure to refer to the universal 
harmony which exists here at present among all the officers of the prison. 

They seem to have but one object in view — the due observance of disci- 
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pline, and tlie general welfare of the prisoners ; and for this object they 
incessantly labour zealously and cordially ; and I must add that they 
deserve the highest credit for the excellent manner they discharge their 
onerous duties. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

T. F. Lyons, R. C, Chaplain. 

Captain Barlow, Director. 



ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Prison, 
January 24th, 1874. 

Sir, — In placing before you my report for the past year I have to 
state that the conduct of the prisoners committed to my charge, generally 
speaking, has been good. I had an opportunity of witnessing their 
demeanour day after day, every morning during prayer and meditation 
in the chapel, and frequently on tho public works \ on all occasions I saw 
that, with few exceptions, they were well disposed, and inclined to carry 
out whatever orders were given them by the officers ; the pecuniary 
reward promised them at the expiration of their confinement tends very 
much, I have no doubt, to bring about this happy result. Opportunities 
have been given them every Saturday to frequent the sacraments of 
Penance and the Blessed Eucharist, and I am glad to state that they 
have been availed of by the great body of the prisoners, some of whom 
receive these sacraments every month, a large number once in the three 
months. I have visited the prison twice every day, with few exceptions, 
during the year — in the morning to give out the morning prayers and 
to read for all assembled a spiritual lecture, again, in the course of tho 
day, to see those in the hospital in order to administer to their spiritual 
wants and console them in their afflictions ; and also those confined in 
separate cells for breach of discipline, whom I leave no means untried to 
induce to keep out of trouble and to spare themselves additional punish- 
ment ; amongst those are some who are scarcely responsible for what 
they do ; they commit themselves, and are often the cause of others 
getting into trouble \ upon these, I need not say it is very difficult to 
make any lasting impression, or change them for the better ; in mv 
humble opinion these ought to be kept apart by themselves and not 
allowed to mix with the rest ; the least provocation given to such in a 
moment of anger may be attended with the most serious results. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

John Murphy, 

Roman Catholic Assistant-Chaplain, 

The Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spite Island, 14th January, 1871. • 

Sin, — I beg leave to present to you my report for the year 1873. fjrian' 
During that year the regular and uninterrupted performance of my Chaplain's 
duties has pursued its even tenor -without being varied by anything of R°P° rt - 
sufficient importance to be subject of special remark in an annual report. 

I have conducted Divine service on Sundays, and taken every other 
opportunity afforded of instructing the prisoners and giving them 
advice. I cannot refrain from again testifying to the attention and 
interest they evince generally in listening to instruction, and I believe 
the conduct of the majority of them as prisoners is good. 

I have always visited separately those in hospital and those in the 
punishment cells. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

W. J. Keetland, ll.d., 

Presbyterian Chaplain. 

Captain Barlow, 

Director of Irish Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. fpai 

School- 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 

January 20, 1873. **"*■ 

Sir, — In compliance ■witli yonr directions, I have tlie honour to submit 
my annual report for 1873. 

At the close of the past year the number on the school roll was 305 
prisoners, of whom 33 were in the first or lowest class, 62 in the second, 
and 131 in the third; besides 79 from the exempt class, who attend 
school at their own request. 

Such prisoners as are able to read and write sufficiently well for all 
practical purposes, with people in their station of life, are, as hitherto, 
exempt from school attendance. But any of these prisoners who ex- 
press a desire to remain, are allowed to continue at school, so long as 
their conduct is perfectly satisfactory, and that there is no danger of 
overcrowding. The other prisoners have to attend school until they 
attain the necessary ‘but very moderate qualifications for exemption. 

All the classes, as heretofore, write on paper ; and, with few exceptions, 
the copy-books would, I have no doubt, bear a favourable comparison 
with those of the best conducted schools outside. The general progress 
is just as satisfactory. The exceptions are but few, and result mostly 
from defects in natural endowments — hardly any being from mere per- 
versity. 

The general conduct at school has been very good. As a rule the 
prisoners have diligently applied themselves to learn, and have accord- 
ingly been awarded, in almost every case, the full complement o 
“marks,” which are an essential element in procuring the full cash- 
gratuity and mitigation of sentence allowed by the regulations. 

The library is fully appreciated by the prisoners able to read, who 
gladly avail themselves of the privilege of taking out a book each to 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




30 



Twentieth Annual Report of the Director 



read in the cell. An opportunity is afforded on Saturdays for tlie ex- 
change of library hooks. 

In conclusion, I feel bound in justice to my colleague, Mr. Ryan, to 
testify that he discharges his difficult and critical duties -with his usual 
zeal and ability. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Edward M'G-auran, Head Schoolmaster. 

Captain Barlow, &c., &c., &c., 

Director of Convict Prisons. 



MOUNT J OY FEMALE CONVICT PRISON. 

Convict 

Prison. 

, The arrangements of this prison remained unchanged during 

Report. the past year. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been, upon the 
whole, satisfactory, but there is on the part of some officers a 
want of evenness in dealing with the convicts, which causes much 
discontent amongst the latter ; in all cases where such conduct 
is clearly proved in future, it will be necessary to recommend tlie 
dismissal of the officers concerned. During the year a principal 
matron and the hospital nurse 'were discharged on medical 
grounds. 

The health of the convicts has been generally good. The case 
of the weakminded prisoners referred to by the Medical Officer 
has been met as far as possible by the formation of a class for 
their treatment, they are not subjected to the strict discipline of 
the prison, and are as far as possible kept apart from the ordinary 
class of convicts, to whom they might prove an annoyance, or by 
whom in some instances they might be irritated. It must be 
borne in mind that only such convicts as are certified insane can 
be received at the Criminal Lunatic Asylum, it becomes therefore 
extremely difficult to deal with the cases referred to by tbe 
Medical Officer and tbe R. C. Chaplain. Doubtless the persistent 
misconduct of some of the convicts renders it difficult to reconcile 
their conduct with their perfect sanity ; but to allow misconduct 
to pass unpunished, except in cases when it is perfectly clear 
that the mental state of the convict is such as renders her to a 
certain extent irresponsible, would result in serious and continual 
disorders in the prison. 

The employment of the convicts has been the same as in pre- 
vious years, with the additions of splicing and platting coir and 
making coarse rope, for the mat and matting manufacturers 
at the Male Prison ; these are perfectly suitable employments 
for the Female convicts, and enables some change to be made 
from the constant sewing and knitting which were their principal 
employments. 

About the usual per-centage of wcll-conducted convicts were 
transferred to the Golden-bridge refuge, and the Harcourt-street 
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Shelter. It is not possible to over estimate the value of the mountjoy 
assistance thus rendered to the convicts upon their release on £ 0 ”™ 
license. prison. 

The conduct of the convicts has been generally good ; assaults 
and destruction of prison property have taken place ; the former Eejio H. 
are now as far as possible guarded against by the presence of Male 
Officers when the classes are passing from one portion of the 
prison to another — the latter, as I have stated in previous reports, 
can only be prevented by legislation ; should a Prison Bill be 
passed a clause authorizing a lengthened period of imprisonment, 
in cases of wilful destruction of prison property, would at once 
put a stop to the practice. 

The usual reports and statistics from the Superintendent, 

Medical Officer, the Chaplains, and Head Schoolmistress, are 
appended. 

J. Bablow, Director. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. Superinte,; 

dent s 

Mountjoy Female Prison, Re P 01t - 
2 6 tli January, 1874. 

Sir, — I have tlie honour to forward my annual report on this prison 
for the year ending 31st December, 1873. 

The conduct of the officers has been generally satisfactory. During 
the year there has been a good many changes in the staff. One principal 
matron and the hospital nurse were returned unfit for the service. Two 
newly-appointed matrons resigned after a few days, thinking the duties 
too laborious. 

There have been, I regret to say, several cases of assault on officers, 
as well as on prisoners. Some of the attacks on officers were of a very 
violent and unprovoked character. Though the largest number of the 
prisoners are orderly and quiet, there is a proportion of violent women 
here whose tempers it seems impossible, either by kindness or severity, 
to bring under control ; they are generally those who have spent their 
lives in cities or towns, in every kind of dissipation and drunkenness, 
and who never having accustomed themselves to the slightest self re- 
straint, are ready to attack any officer who even in the quietest manner 
corrects them for any fault. 

The industrial works which comprise tailoring, washing, shirt-making, 
knitting, platting, and splicing coir for mat making, are carried out in a 
most satisfactory manner. A large number of the women are now able 
to turn out the male officers’ uniforms and prisoners’ clothing in as good 
and well finished a style as in any establishment in the city. This 
branch of industry will enable many of the prisoners on their discharge 
to earn a respectable livelihood. They are most anxious to learn and 
quickly become finished machinists. 

The Chaplains and lady visitors are untiring in their exertions tor 
the moral improvement of the prisoners, and I have reason to think 
that many, indeed the greater number, profit largely by their instruc- 
tions. At the same time it is to be regretted that on some of the 
more impulsive natures the effect is but transient — they make many 
promises to be forgotten on the first outburst of passion. 
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The school continues to he efficient. The progress of the prisoners in 
education is in some instances very striking, and its good effects are 
general. The school matrons are interested in them and work diligently. 

I have the honour to he, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Delia J. Lidwill, Superintendent. 

I certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison have 
been complied with during the past year, except in such cases as have 
been reported to or brought under the notice of a Director. 

Delia J. Lidwill, Superintendent. 

Capt. Barlow, 

Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Return of the Number of Convicts received and disposed of 



during the year 1873. 


Convicts. 


Children. 


In custody, 1 st January, 1873, 


- 


310 


13 


Received during the year, - 


- 


66 


3 


Born in the prison, - 


" 




2 


Total, - 


- 


376 


18 


Discharged, sentence commuted, 
Discharged, sentence completed, 


_ 


1 


_ 


- 


22 


_ 


Discharged on licence, - 


- 


19 


- 


Transferred to lunatic asylum, 


_ 


3 


_ 


Transferred to Refuges, viz.: — Protestant, 3 ; ' 
Catholic, 34, - 


Roman 


37 




Died, ------ 


_ 


5 


_ 


Sent to nurse, - 




_ 


13 


To North Dublin Union, - 


- 


- 


1 


Total disposed of, 


- 


87 


14 


Remaining in custody 31st December, 1873, - 


- 


289 


4 



AGES (ON CONVICTION) OF PRISONERS 
NOW IN CUSTODY. 

15 years and under 20 years, - 8 



20 




25 „ 


27 


25 




30 „ 


- 67 


30 




35 ,, 


- 61 


35 




40 „ 


- 39 


40 




45 „ 


- 37 


45 




50 ,, 


- 26 


50 years and upwards, 


- 34 




Total, 


- 


- 289 



Age of youngest prisoner on conviction, 
17 years. 

Age of oldest prisoner on conviction, 68 
years. 



N UMBER OF PRISONERS NOW IN CUSTODY 
WHO WERE CONVICTED IN THE FOL- 



LOWING YEARS. 

In they ear, 1851, - - - 1 

,, 1856, - - - 1 

„ 1864, - - - 2 

,, 1865, - - - 3 

„ 1866, - - 3 

„ 1867, - - - 8 

„ 1868, - - - 24 

,, 1869, - - - 19 

,, 1870, ' - - - 43 

,, 1871, - - - 67 

,, 1872, - - - 68 

,, 1873, - - - 50 

Total, - - - 289 



Sentences of Prisoners now in Custody. 



Transportation— Life, - 2 

Penal Servitude — Life, ■* 7 

,, 15 years, - 1 

„ 14 ,, 1 

„ 10 „ - 13 



Penal Servitude— 7 years, - - 180 

>» 5 ,, - 85 

Total, - - - 289 
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Crimes of Prisoners now in Custody. 



Assault .and robbery, - - 5 

Attempt to set fire to .a building, - 1 

Burglary, - - - 3 

Burglary and robbery, - - 3 

By fraud and force detaining a child 
under 14 years of age, - - l 

Coining, - - - - 1 

False pretences, - - l 

Feloniously stealing money, - 6 

Felony, - - - - 13 

Felony, and previous conviction, - 8 

Found concealed on premises at 

night, with intent to commit a 
felony, - - 1 

Fraudulently obtaining goods, - 1 

Having coining tools in possession, 1 
Highway robbery, - - 1 

Housebreaking, - - - 1 

Larceny, - - - - 58 

Larceny, and previous conviction, - 51 



Larceny, after previous conviction 



for felony, - - - 42 

Larceny from person, - - 55 

Malicious assault, - - - 6 

Manslaughter, - - - 6 

Milk stealing, - - 2 

Murder, - - - - 7 

Perjury, - - - - 1 

Picking pockets in Homan Catholic 
Chapel, - - - 1 

Receiving money, knowing it to 
have been stolen, - 1 

Receiving stolen goods, - - 1 

Robbery, - - - 7 

Robbery with violence, - - 1 

Tendering base coin, - 1 

Unlawfully and m aliciously w ounding, 1 
"Writing threatening letters, - 1 

Total, - - - 289 



Estimated Value of Prisoners’ Labour for the year ended 31st December, 
1873. 



How employed. 



Estimated 
Value of the 
Work per- 
formed. 



Sewing and knitting prison materials, 

Sewing for customers, 23,021 shirts made, 

Tailoring, ------ 

Washing prison clothing, bedding, &c., 
for Mount joy Male Prison, - 
for Lusk Prison, - 

for Government Prisons’ Office, 
for prison officers, - 

„ for Royal Irish Constabulary Depot, - _ - 

Cooking, nursing, cleaning, picking fibre, platting, 
balling, splicing, &e., coir fibre, bone breaking, 
monitresses in school, for 302 working days, at 
8 d. per day, ------ 

Total, - - - - 




2,102 12 11 



Daily average number of prisoners in custody during the year, - 299 '450 

Per-centage on prison population working, - - - 9 2 ‘-[ ^ 

9j „ in punishment, - - 3 '040 

* ,, sick or infirm, - - 4 '845 

Delia J. Lidwill, Superintendent. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Convict Prison, 
January, 1874. 

Sir,—! have the honour to forward to you my report of the Mountjoy 
Female Convict Prison for the year 1873, and I have reason to be satis- 
fied with its sanitary condition, as the following tables will show. 

There are very few subjects connected with my department to which J 
think it necessary to draw your attention, but I cannot forward thr 
report without again, as in former reports, mentioning the unsurtabilit; 
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of this prison for the detention of a class of prisoners who, owing to mental 
weakness or eccentricity, yet not what is commonly called insane, are 
altogether unfit for prison discipline, and consequently are for the most 
part either in penal cells or in penal class ■ their presence in the prison 
ten din g to the disturbance of discipline from their frequent breaches of 
the rules. Punishment having no effect, and their fitness for it being 
more than doubtful, and its effect on the health (mentally and physically) 
of this unhappy class, must be and really is very injurious. In the prison 
they are, and will be a disturbing element. To liberate them would be 
bad policy, the interest of society requiring that they should continue in 
custody. 

Under these circumstances I may be permitted to suggest for the con- 
sideration of the Executive, that as there is not in Ireland an invalid 
female prison, the expediency of providing accommodation for this class 
of incorrigible prisoners. 

The number admitted to hospital was 137 ; five deaths occurred, one 
from pulmonary consumption, one from cancer of the breast, one from 
cerous apoplexy, one from gastritis, and one from paralysis. 

Three prisoners were sent to the Central Criminal Lunatic Asylum 
at Dundrum during the year, one of whom was after a short time sent 
back in a convalescent state. 

We have been free from any epidemic or contagious disease. 

The health of the prison staff has been satisfactory, fourteen were 
treated in hospital. Two Warders were treated in the male prison 
hospital. 

I have every reason to be satisfied with the manner in which the 
officers connected with the hospital have performed their duties. 



I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. W. Young, m.d., Medical Officer. 

To Captain Barlow, 

The Director of Convict Prisons. 



Table 1. — Hospital Return for the year 1873. 

Number of Prisoners in custody, 1st January, 1873, - 

,, ,, received during the year, - 

„ Patients in hospital, 1st January, 1873, - 

,, ,, admitted during the year, - 

,, ,, discharged, ------- 

,» ,, died, ------- 

,, ,, remaining, 1st January, 1874, - 

Daily average of sick in hospital, - 

Extern s prescribed for, - - - - ■ 

Daily average, - - - -- -- -- - 



: 3 m} 376 

:4 1M 

- 132) 

- 5 > 152 

- 15) 

13*06 

2,353 



6‘39 



Table 2 Deaths during the year. 



Register 1 
No. 


Initials 

of 

N ame. 


Received in Prison. 


Admitted to 
Hospital. 


Date of Death. 


Disease. 


1890; 
1684 1 
17921 
1566 
3 69 1 j 


M. A. A. 

M. M‘G. 

N. M‘D. 
M. P. 
A. R. 


24 Deo., 1870, 
16 Jan., 1868, 
28 June, 1869, 
IS Oot., 1866, 
24 MaTcil, 1868, 


24 Dec., 1870, 
15 Mar., 1872, 
14 June, 1873, 
24 July, 1873, 
29 Sept., 1872, 


20 Mar., 1873, 
16 May, 1873, 
22 June, 1873, 
22 Aug., 1873, 
22 Aug., 1873, 


Pulmonary consumption. 
Cancer of breast. 

Cerous apoplexy. 
Gastritis. 

Paralysis. 
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Tabie S.-Convicra transferred to Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum. Moumaov 



'|S5 

Pi 


Initials, 
of Name. 


Whore 

conviotod. 


Date of conviction. 


jRecoivodin Prison. 


1' I2MALB 
CONVICT 

Sent Prison. 

to Asylum. - — — . 

Medical 


1851 

1984 

2072 


C. K. 
M. A. 
A. K. 


Dublin, 

Athy, 

Dublin, 


17 May, 1870, 
29 Dec., 1871, 
■ 4 Mar., 1873, 


20 May, 1870, 
6 Jan., 1872, 
10 Mar., 1873, 


Officer's 

12 May, 1873. Re P ort ’ 
12 May, 1873. 

30 May, 1873. 



Table 4.— Diseases of those admitted to Hospital. 



Catarrh and colds, - 
Uterine diseases, - 
.Fractures, - 
Cutaneous diseases. 

Bronchitis, - 

Hemorrhoids, - 

Boils, - - - - 

Dyspepsia and gastric affections, - 

Gumboils, - 

Observation, for, - 

Slight wounds, - 

Influenza, - - - 

Febrile affections, - 

Bilious attacks, - 

Ophthalmia, - 

Abscesses, - 
Burns and scalds, - 



12 

6 

2 

5 

9 

8 

2 

16 

5 

16 

2 

9 

7 

8 
3 
1 

6 
1 



Syphilis, 

Old age and debility, 

Parturition, 

Cephalalgia, 

Scrofula, 

Diarrhoea, - 
Inflamed bruise of knee 
Phthisis, 

Renal, 

Hepatic, 

Ulcers, 

Paralysis, - 
Hoamoptisis, 

Sprain, 

Lumbago, - 
Obstipation, 

Jaundice, - 



o 

4 



2 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

l 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Protect 

Chaplain's 

Moimtjoy Female Prison, ^ e P olt ' 
January 30th, 1874. 

Sin, — In presenting my report for the past year, I beg leave to say 
that the duties of my Chaplaincy have been discharged as heretofore. 

The Church Services on Sunday and Week-day have been continued, 
as also the Services in the hospital when necessary. 

The prisoners have been seen by me for the purpose of conversing with 
them, individually, sometimes at their own request, and sometimes in 
cases in which it appeared to me desirable that I should thus see them, 
and two or three of them who have been occasionally in punishment have 
at such times been the subjects of my care. 

The Lady Visitors continue to give us their valuable , aid, and the Su- 
perintendent and her Officers have given to me such assistances as they 
were enabled to afford, which has been not inconsiderable. 

I do not know of any thing connected with the discharge of my duties, 
and which I should report, with which you are not conversant, owing to 
your constant inspection of my Journal, to your unremitting supervision 
of the prison, and to my personal communication with yon, as circum- 
stances may have required it. 

Allow me to say for myself that Directors of the prison have, in more 
than one instance, and in a substantial form, expressed their approval of 
my services, and that in some measure owing to my anxiety to discharge 
my duties. I have, since my appointment in,..-1858, asked, and obtained 
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leave of absence on one occasion only, and on that occasion for ten days. 
In saying this, I am deeply sensible that, in the sight of the Great 
Searcher, and following at an humble distance the Master’s greatest 
minister, I must say, “yet am I not hereby justified'?” 

Your obedient servant, 

David Stuart, Protestant Chaplain. 

To Captain Barlow, 

Director of Convict Prisons. 



ROMAK CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS’ REPORT. 

Mountjoy, February 3rd, 1874. 

Sir, — We have the honour to present our report for the past year. 

The retrospect on the whole is satisfactory, for such has been the 
conduct of the vast majority of those entrusted to our care. 

The small minority of refractory prisoners cannot of course be even 
thought of without pain. Although not comparatively very many they 
keep the establishment in a state of almost continual unpleasantness. 
It is with difficulty we can give even the gentlest advice to these un- 
fortunates, so reckless are they and unyielding to authority. It appears 
to us that their reasoning faculties are impaired, and some of them are 
commonly spoken of as mad. 

We render best thanks to the Government for the kind and generous 
considerations always shown us. Like acknowledgments are also due to 
the Superintendent and all the Prison Officers, for we have found them 
always more ready to give, than we were to ask, assistance. In a par- 
ticular manner we must thank these Matrons who have cared for our 
vestry and singing, and for our hospital and penal ward visits. 

The Sisters of Mercy and the Vincentian Fathers give us willing and 
efficient help ; the former constantly, and the latter when called on. 

In conclusion, we recommend the refractory prisoners to your parti- 
cular investigation as not entirely responsible for their outrageous conduct; 
and, on our part, we undertake to do our best for their reform. 

We have the honour to be, sir, 

Your obedient servants, 

Geo. Buckeridge, r.c.c; 

Barth. FitzPatrick, a. r.c.c. 

To the Director of Irish Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 
January 31, 1874. 

Gentlemen, — During the past year I have performed Divine service, 
according to the forms of the Church which I represent, every Sabbath 
day. I desire that the authorities should consider that, according to 
such forms, numbers are not to be regarded as criteria of duty, as the 
Bame preparation and work are required for few as many. 

I have also held, uninterruptedly, weekly diets for religious instruction, 
conversation, and prayer. I have endeavoured to make these exercises 
as attractive and edifying as possible — I believe with some success. 
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X am rejoiced to bear testimony to tlie unexceptionable conduct and Moutrejor 
attention of the prisoners under my care. The gratitude evinced for all 
efforts for their wellbeing strengthen my conviction in the efficacy of our Prison. 

pious discipline. Kindness, when consistent with prescribed discipline, 

rarely fails to influence both conscience and heart. teria!! 1 ' 

X am thankful to be of one with the other esteemed Chaplains of the chaplain i 
prison in the means sanctioned and employed for the reformation of hi apart. 
criminals. To bring these outcasts of society under religious influence 
is tli e only security for successful reformation. The simple plan suggested 
by the Roman Catholic Chaplains, concurred in by the other Chaplains, 
and sanctioned by you, of keeping God’s precious will before the eyes of 
the prisoners in attractively printed sheets containing the best selected 
and most impressive texts of Holy Writ, is, in my humble judgment, 
the best devised scheme that has as yet exercised the pious ingenuity of 
your ecclesiastical officers. 

I may add, that from all tlie officers I have received the aid without 
which no labour could ho effective. It is but due to Mrs. Lidwill to 
mention her uniform attention, courtesy, and kindness. As long as de- 
uominationalism is a feature of Christianity, it is pleasant and profitable 
to see it unmarked by bigotry and unnecessary partiality. I am gratified 
to give testimony to the “ agreement to differ ” which certainly charac- 
terizes Mountjoy Female Prison. 

I am, gentlemen, your faithful servant, 

S. G. Morrison, Presbyterian Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



SCHOOLMISTRESS’S REPORT. 



Mountjoy Female Prison, 

15 th January, 1871. 

Sir,—! have the honour of submitting my report on the educational 
department of this prison for the year ended 31st December, 1873. The 
school organization and the system of instruction pursued have been the 
same as detailed in my last and former reports, and both have met with 
the approval of the District Inspector of Rational Schools, J. Gallic, esq. , 
who visited and examined, and expressed himself satisfied with the result 

of liis examination. . , , , 

The daily average attendance through the year was 174, and the numbei 
newly admitted 57. Of the latter, 9 were able to read and write 10 
were able to read only, whilst the remaining 38 were entirely illiterate. 

The character of the education which those who on reception cou d 
read and write, have received, was so very defective, that for graining 
vice or directing in practice of duty,” it has 

They have, it is true, learned to read and write, but they aie not able 
understand or think about anything they have ^en teu^t Thmi 
knowledge is merely mechanical, whilst, in almost every case, then moral, 
ffidurtriaf and, I believe, I may add, their re gious raming has been 
sadly neglected. On these important points they aie eveiy day l 

bJKS. Second to the Third, and 20 from the J^the 
Fourth, or highest Lesson Book taught m the school. The 
writing was also very fair, 40 prisoners having learned to write aurin^ 
the year. In teaching this subject the teachers take care to enable the 
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prisoners to write a fair, open hand, and that they are never allowed to 
write what they do not understand. For head-lines, such sentences are 
selected as are calculated to interest and improve, and afford matter for 
thought and reflection. Reasonable progress has also been made in 
arithmetic, geography, and writing from dictation. 

When prisoners are able to read with ease and intelligence, and to write 
a simple letter, they are, as stated in my last report, kept from school to 
enable the teachers to devote more time to those who are unable to read 
and write. 

Thirty-seven prisoners were transferred to the refuges during the year, 
and of that number only 5 were unable to read and write. All the 
prisoners are informed when they first attend school that to be eligible 
for the refuges they must be able to read and write ; and as nearly all 
are anxious to qualify themselves for this privilege their earnest co-oper- 
ation in their own imprisonment is thus secured. The 5 prisoners who 
were not up to the required standard, were attentive and well conducted, 
and on my certifying to you that their deficiency was owing to physical 
or mental incapacity, or both, you kindly allowed them the privilege 
which they in every other respect deserved. 

The conduct of the prisoners while under instruction has been, with 
few exceptions, very edifying. They were attentive and respectful in 
their demeanour towards the teachers and one another. That there has 
been, however, an occasional outburst of temper is not to be wondered 
at when it is remembered that many before their conviction were never 
accustomed to control of any kind, and that they were ignorant, on 
admission, of almost everything that is good. The teachers always bear 
this in mind, and while no serious misconduct is overlooked, they en- 
deavour, by gentle and conciliatory treatment, to encourage good and 
kindly feelings, and I am glad to be able to report that such treatment 
generally secures obedience and prepares their minds for the instructions 
imparted to them. It is gratifying to observe that prisoners frequently 
express their gratitude to the teachers for their advice, which, they say, 
has often kept them out of trouble. In dealing with violent and tur- 
bulent prisoners there is often a great deal to try the temper and patience 
of the teachers, who,' however, are able to exercise a degree of steady 
influence over such prisoners by the firm but gentle exercise of authority. 

The temporary exclusion from school of those who misconduct them- 
selves is looked upon as a severe punishment, and in most cases those 
who have been so excluded have eagerly sought to be readmitted, and 
those who have been again allowed to attend have nearly all given satis- 
faction. 

From the foregoing details it will appear, sir, that the school is in a 
satisfactory condition, and I have reason to believe that the instructions 
of the teachers have produced a beneficial influence on the minds, man- 
ners, and dispositions of the prisoners. 

In conclusion, I feel bound to acknowledge the devoted and efficient 
co-operation I have at all times received from the other teachers, who 
have done all in their power to forward the moral and intellectual im- 
provement of the prisoners in their respective sections. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Mary Dwyer, Head Schoolmistress. 

Captain Barlow, &c., <fcc., &c., 

Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISON. 



No change calling for special remark took place during the year 
1873 in this prison. The daily average number of convicts in 
custody during the year was 45. It should be stated here that the 
periods to serve at Lusk, laid down for prisoners sentenced under 
the Penal Servitude Act of 1864, are much shorter than those 
laid down for prisoners sentenced under previous Acts, this will 
of course gradually reduce the number of prisoners at Lusk ; this 
reduction of the time, in which it is most probable that a lasting 
impression for good over the prisoners could he obtained, is, I 
think, much to be regretted ; in the cases of prisoners undergoing 
sentences of five, six, and seven years’ penal servitude, the inter- 
mediate prison time could be, I believe, extended with ad- 
vantage; 05 prisoners were received during the year, 84 were 
released upon licence, 1 was removed to Spike Island Prison for 
misconduct ; no escape or attempt at escape took place during the 
year. 

The conduct and industry of the prisoners has been very satis- 
factory. 

I have to report that the management of the prison and farm 
is very creditable to the Superintendent, and that the conduct of 
the staff has been very satisfactory. 

No change whatever occurred in the staff during the past year. 

A considerable portion of the farm, hitherto only partially 
drained, has been thoroughly drained during the year; the un- 
usually dry weather caused the hay crop to be small, and the oat 
crop very indifferent, hut with these exceptions the crops were 
good. Owing to the drainage to which I have above referred, and 
to the employment of a number of the prisoners in repairing 
roads, making fences, &c., it has not been possible to work the 
quarry to the desired extent ; it has however afforded a large 
quantity of stones for building, road making, and draining pur- 
poses, whilst some stone has been sold to the public. 

Two good cottages for the warders have been completed by 
convict labour. _ . 

The buildings have, as far as possible, been kept in repair, but 
one at least of the iron huts must be replaced this year by a stone 
building ; such of the farm buildings as were thatched have been 
tiled or slated. . 

The prisoners have regularly attended school with the usual 
satisfactory results. 

The health of the officers and also of the prisoners has been 
very good. 

The usual reports and statistics will be found herewith. 

I have again to report as to the satisfactory manner in which 
the agent for discharged convicts has performed his duties, and 
to the assistance he has given to prisoners discharged from the 

other convict prisons. „ _ . 

J. Barlow, Director. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Lusk Convict Prison, 
January, 1874. 

Sir, — J Leg to submit my annual report on the Lusk Convict Prison 
and farm for the year ending 31st December, 1873. 

The duties of the prison and farm have been performed same as on 
former years ; no change has taken place on the staff during the year. 
The Chaplains, Medical Officers, the School Instructor, and all the 
officers of the prison have discharged their duties very satisfactorily. The 
treatment of the convicts has been, as far as possible, to assist in their 
reformation, so that when released they may prove honest, industrious, 
and useful members of society. The moral conduct of the convicts has 
been very good, and the results of the past year are hopeful and en- 
couraging; no escape has taken place for the past eighteen months, 
although the same open field labour continues. The number of convicts 
in custody on the 1st January, 1873, was 63 ; received during the year, 
65 ; released, 84 ; removed to hospital, 5 ; and 1 to Spike Island for mis- 
conduct; leaving in custody at Lusk on the 31st December, 38. The 
daily average number has been for the year, 45. 

The farm works and crops are of a character to give the convicts a 
knowledge of general farming, gardening, drainage, and attendance on 
cattle, affording healthful and useful occupation. The farm stock con- 
sists of 12 beasts in stall-feeding, 6 milch cows, 11 young cattle, 233 
sheep, 69 pigs, 5 farm horses, and 2 young horses. The farm buildings 
and prison huts have been kept in repair, and two new cottages finished 
for warders and their families. Stones quarried for drains, buildings, 
and road-making on the farm. Prisoners’ clothing kept in repair. I 
have much pleasure in recording the zealous co-operation of all the 
officers connected with the prison, from the highest official to the lowest, 
and all have the future well-doing of the convicts at heart ; this tends 
very much to the well-working of the prison. The usual statistics are 
annexed. 

I certify that the rules of the prison have been complied with, and 
every infringement reported or brought under the notice of the Visiting 
Director. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant. 



Captain Barlow, 
Director, Govenment Prisons. 



R. Gunning, Superintendent, 



Return showing the Number of Convicts in custody during the year ended 
31st December, 1873, and how they have been disposed of. 



In custody 1st January, 1873, - - - 63 

Received from Mountjoy Male Convict Prison, 2 

,, from Spike Island via Mountjoy, - - 63 

Total, - - - - 128 

Discharged on completion of commuted sentence of 3 years’ 
each, . _ _ _ - 2 

Released on licence, 82 

Removed to Mountjoy Male Prison Hospital, 5 

,, to Spike Island via Mountjoy, for misconduct, - 1 

Remaining in custody, 31st December, 1873, - 38 

Total, - - - - 128 

Daily average number in custody, - - - 45 
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Sentences of 65 Convicts received daring the year ended 31st December, 
1873. 



5 years’ penal servitude, - - - - - 4 1 

5 ,, ,, commuted from 7, ] 

6 ,, >« - -- -- -I 

7 ,, i» ------ 20 

8 ,, ,, commuted from 1 0, j 

10 „ 1 
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Total, - 



65 



Agios on reception of 65 Convicts received during the year. 



20 years and under 30, - _ - - 30 

30 „ ,,40, 26 

40 ,, ,, 50, ----- 7 

50 ,, ,, 60, ----- 2 

60 years and upwards, - - - - - 

Total, - - - 65 



Crimes of 65 Convicts received during the year. 

Assault and robbery, - - - - 2 

,, under statute, - - - - - - 1 

,, felonious, ------- 1 

,, grevious, ------- 1 

Breaking and entering counting-house and larceny therefrom, - 1 

Burglary, --------3 

„ and robbery, - - - - - -4 

Cattle-stealing, - -- -- -- 2 

Felony of money from person and previous conviction, - - j 

Highway robbery, -------3 

Housebreaking, and robbery, - - - - - L 

,, ,, and former conviction - - l 

Larceny, - - - - - - - -11 

, , and previous convictions, - - - - 5 

,, from person, - . - - - - 6 

, , , , and previous conviction - •• 1 

,, Post letters, ------ 1 

Military offences, ------- 5 

Perjury, - 1 

Rape, - 

Robbery, - -- -- -- -2 

„ from person, - - - - - - 3 

„ with violence, - - - - - - J 

Sacrilege, - 1 

Sheep-stealing, -------2 

Shop breaking and larceny, - - - - - 1 

Tendering and uttering base coin, - - - - - 2 

Uttering forged £5 Note, - 1 

Total, - - - 65 



Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the number of Prisoners 
in this Prison for the year ended 31st December, 1873. 



Daily Average No. 
of Prisoners. 


Daily Average No. 
of Siok. 


No. 

of Deaths. 


Por-centage on 
Prison Population. 


45 


•26 


- 
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Account showing the value of Productive Labour of Prisoners at Lusk for 
the year ended 31st December, 1873. 



Trades. 


Amount. 


Observations. 


Tailoring, - 


£ s. d. 
17 1 0 




Shoemaking. 


29 8 0 




Carpenters, - 


76 0 0 


Daily average number, - - -45 


Blacksmiths and Nailers, - 


30 0 0 


Masons, - 


90 0 0 


Less sick, ... -26 




242 9 0 


44-74 


Thirty-eight prisoners em- 
ployed at general farm 
work for fifty-two weeks, 
at 11s. a week, - 


1,086 16 0 


Average earning of each effective pri- 


Total, - - - 


1.329 5 0 


soner, £29 14s. 2d. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

January 6th, 1874. 

Sir, — In forwarding to you an account of the conduct and proficiency 
of the Protestant convicts who are now or have been in Lusk Prison 
during the past year, there is little to state compared with previous 
years, which would require special observations or a lengthened report 
from me. 

Considering myself as one whose office owes its existence to the neces- 
sity of providing the means of sustaining spiritual life, I carefully im- 
press upon them the necessity of prayer and the constant study of the 
Holy Scriptures, and I also counsel them to use the ordained means 
which depend upon the ministry of God’s church, viz., public worship, 
spiritual guidance, and the Holy Communion. With regard to their 
attendance at public worship ancl at my weekly ministrations in the 
prison, I have reason to be well satisfied, as an instance rarely occurs 
of the absence of a prisoner from ill-health or any other cause. The 
Holy Communion is too much neglected by them, although I make this 
a special subject of instruction and exhortation; and as to private 
study of Holy Scriptures, I fear it is not sufficiently attended to, as the 
men excuse themselves on the ground of want of privacy, which the 
prison discipline renders inevitable, but I tell them to remember that 
“ Where there is a will there is also a way.” ' They take a great interest in 
the sermons and singing in the sanctuary on Sundays, and although they 
do not join in the latter, their devotional feelings seem to be stimulated 
by it, and I trust a permanent impression to be produced. A confir- 
mation was held by the Archbishop of Dublin during the past year for 
candidates from Lusk and the adjacent parishes, and I would have 
wished much to have been able to present for confirmation those under 
my charge in the prison who were eligible ; but as Swords Church was 
the place where the rite was administered, I knew that the rules of the 
prison would not admit of their being taken so far away. However, I 
hope that the next time there is a confirmation held, to which candidates 
from Lusk are admitted, there may be some arrangement made to enable 
our Protestant prisoners to obtain the spiritual benefit of the religious 
ceremony. 
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I have nothing more to add, except that I, as always previously, Lusk 
receive every attention and assistance from Mr. Gunning, the Superin- N ^^ E " 
tendent, and the other officials of the prison. Prison. 

I have the honour to remain, yours obediently, Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Richard Wrightson, Protestant Chaplain. Report. 

To Captain Barlow, 

Director of Convict Prisons, Ireland. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Roman 

Catholic 

Lusk, January 24th, 1874. Report™’ 
Gentlemen, — It is very gratifying to me to have to report, year after 
year, most favourably, of the Lusk Prison. The conduct of the 
prisoners is very good indeed. The kindness and attention, of the 
officers are all that could be desired, and so long as the management of 
the prison is confided to Mr. Gunning, the excellent Superintendent, 
and the other efficient officers, there can be no fear but the result will 
always be satisfactory. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

N. O’Farrell, p.p. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons, 

Lower Castle Yard. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. Metical 

Officer's 

Lusk Government Prison, Report. 

31st December, 1S73. 

Sir, — I beg to submit the usual annual report of the sanitary condi- 
tion of this prison during the past year. 

The health of both officers and prisoners has been excellent. The 
amount of illness being quite nominal, and consisting solely of cases of 
an ordinary trifling character, such as are always to he found where a 
number of persons are collected together. 

During the past year two cottages have been erected for the residences 
of the officers. These are comfortable, spacious, and well built', and 
have much conduced to the health of the officers and their families residing 
in them. They have been built by the prisoners, under the superin- 
tendence of trade warder O’Connell, and are most creditable construc- 
tions. It would be very advantageous, if circumstances permitted, if all 
the officers would be gradually provided with similar residences. 

Great attention has been paid by Mr. Gunning, and the other officers 
to the dietary, clothing, and necessary comfort of the prisoners. To this 
circumstance I attribute their excellent health as above noticed. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Francis J. B. Quinlan, m.d., t.c.d. 

Medical Superintendent. 

To the Director of Government Prisons. 
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REGISTRAR AND SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR’S REPORT. 

Lusk Convict Prison, 

20th January, 1874. 

Sir, — In compliance with your order, I beg leave to submit the 
customary annual report on the educational department of this prison 
for the year ended 31st December, 1873. The number of convicts in 
the various school classes on the 1st January, 1873, was 63 ; received 
during the year from Spike Island Convict Prison 63, and from Mountjoy 
Male Prison 2, making a total of 128 prisoners in this Prison within 
the year. Of these, 84 were discharged, 5 removed to Mountjoy Male 
Convict Prison hospital, and 1 to Spike Island via Mountjoy for mis- 
conduct, leaving 38 inmates on the 31st December, 1873. 

The evening school commences each day after the labour of the day 
is over, at 5J o’clock, p.ar., and terminates at 7J o’clock ; the mode of 
instruction is just the same as in former years, the most perfect order 
and regularity prevail during school-hours, and the evening instruction 
instead of being tiresome after the wearisome toils of the day is popular 
among the prisoners. 

It is my pleasing duty to record that in no former year of the existence 
of this prison has the educational condition of the convicts been better • 
all, with the exception of a few exceedingly dull ones, who in fact could 
not be taught, were able to read and write on discharge. I do not 
mean to convey that these satisfactory results were attained at this 
prison. I have the greatest pleasure in acknowledging that the convicts 
show the effects of the most careful attention having been paid to their 
education in the prisons they had previously gone through, and my best 
efforts have been made to improve them . During the past year a number 
of very intelligent men passed through this prison, and rendered me 
very good assistance in advancing those who required it most in reading 
and writing, &c., and in this work I have always found them to be 
cheerful and willing co-operators. 

The supply of library books received has been a source of instruction 
and improvement to the prisoners, and of amusing occupation in their 
hours of leisure. 

The utmost good humour pervades the whole place, and no matter how 
tiresome the labours of the day, neither discontent nor grumbling is 
indulged in — and the moral tone of the convicts has been good. In 
their midst are officers who, from the highest to the lowest, both by 
advice and example, endeavour to rouse in them a spirit of self-respect 
and habits of industry. 

In the passage through this prison of such a variety of characters, 
some with many and some with few previous convictions recorded against 
them, it can hardly be expected that all will turn out well after dis- 
charge ; and although I feel assured the great majority have turned to 
advantage the opportunity they received for their future well-doing, 
some few men of low moral sentiment have not done so, but the relapse 
into crime and the consequent punishment of such characters belong to 
their own vicious dispositions and not to the system of convict treatment 
pursued in the Convict Prisons of Ireland. 



I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Charles Daly, 

Registrar and School Instructor, 

To Captain Barlow, 

Director of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix. 



Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859. 
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Appendix, Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
— Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, and 1865. 
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* Philipstown Prison was closed on the 31st March, 18G2. 
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Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to .the apmmmx. 

Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 

1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, ancl 1870. 
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* Smithfiold Prison was closed and the' Prisoners transferred to Lusk on loth Juno, 1869. 
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Appendix. Return showing the Proportton of Sick and Deaths to the 
— Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1871, 1872, and 1873. 
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